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Dot- When did you come here Christine ?

 

Christine- “I came up to Cairndow because I married Alistair and… eh before that my home was in Whitehouse near Tarbert”.

 

Dot- Alistair who?

 

Christine- “Alistair McCallum yes so… eh that’s it. I have been here for nearly thirty nine years in November and I love Cairndow ,I love up here love the hills”.

 

Shehana - Where were you from originally?

 

Christine- “ From Whitehouse…a wee village called Whitehouse”.

 

Dot- And where did you come to live in Cairndow?

 

Christine- “ I came to live at Clachan here… there is a wee flat underneath here with one bedroom living room bathroom, a very small kitchen and that is where we started our married life down there”.

 

Dot- How long were you there for ?

 

Christine- “ Eh about two years”.

 

Dot-Can you remember…what was the year you got married and came here?

 

Christine- “The year I got married would be eh …1968 (laughs) that’s it. And then Alison was born in 1970”.

 

Dot-Were you in the flat below?

 

Christine- “ Yes and that’s when we decided eh the house became vacant up here, and we decided it was better to move up here because there would be more room so that was it”.

 

Shehana- The only picture that we want….

 

 

Christine- “They were all born in Dunoon the local hospital then… well it still is but you have to go away now to Paisley or wherever else, but eh that is where they were all born and they were all brought up here they all went to Cairndow school…Kilmorich school I should say”.

 

Shehana - And you were not working then were you?

 

Christine- “Well  eh I started after I got married I went for a summer and worked in the George hotel in Inveraray and then after that I… let me see… I have got to think, went to work think it was… went to the George…worked there for a while and then I don’t think I did any thing in the winter time I think I went for two summers I think, to work in the George hotel…then we moved up here”.

 

Dot-By that time you would have had Alison?

 

Christine- “That’s right, and then I started doing bed and breakfast and that’s when I started making my scones…I used to give them nice hot scones in the morning and that was it they used to enjoy there scones so that was it… oh sugar”

 

Dot​- After Alison when did you have Colin?

 

Christine- “ Two years later Colin was born so I had a very busy time with my family”.

 

Dot- And you did bed and breakfast when you had wee ones as well?

 

Christine- “Yes I did bed and breakfast we got all our extras with our bed and breakfast used to so…”

 

Dot- So could you just describe to me what this house was like…and how you access it…how you get into it.

 

Christine- “ Well there is only one way up eh and you come up and I have got three bedrooms…four bedrooms. I use it now as just a wee place to store things and eh we have got the living room and we have got the sunroom which you will see later, and when we came up here at first it was just very small living room and there was a wee dinette and the sun room was next to it and eh that’s where I used to sit with my breakfasts in the morning and then when I started work at Loch Fyne Oysters I decided that we would like to  shift that wall down so we asked the estate if we could do that that was what we did”.

 

Dot- Can you remember when that was Christine when you took that wall away?

 

Christine-“Oh about ten years ago… Alistair…was it?”

 

Alistair-“Aye ten…twelve… eh…”.

 

Christine-“ The wall down…ten year ago I think.”

 

Alistair- “Was it more or not.”

 

Christine-“Well it would be ten or twelve years ago I don’t think it was any more than that”.

 

Dot- And have you done any other alterations or anything to the house ?

 

Christine-“ Well….”

 

Alistair- “That kitchen there”.

 

Christine- “Yes the kitchen now that’s maybe…that might have been about twenty years ago this kitchen was changed…it used to just be a very…very well it is small but it was very small…the door used to come in just about here and that was a larder…a big larder with a window.”

 

Dot- So did you do all that yourself?

 

Christine- “No the estate did that.”

 

Dot- Right…and did you put all the units and everything in yourself?
 

Christine- “No that was the estate”.

 

Dot- Is any of the windows in the house double-glazed.
 

Christine- “No…  (Laughs) we hear plenty noise”.

 

Dot- Your not too bad though cos you’re a bit away from the road are you?
 

Christine- “That’s right.”

 

Dot- Do you hear the road at all?
 

Christine- “Yes you do hear it…yes you do hear the road…if the windows are open and that you hear the traffic”.

 

Dot- And do you have central heating?
 

Christine-“Yes we have central heating in some parts of the house.”

 

Dot-What’s that?
 

Christine- “That would be from about…would that be about eight years ago Alistair?

 

Alistair- “Eh… aye.”

 

Christine- “Something like that yes eight years ago”.

 

Dot- And is it gas or what or oil?
 

Christine- “Just… no it is just electric.”

 

Dot- Oh right electric.
 

Christine-“Before that it used to be the hot water bottles and that’s it…”

 

Dot- I still have a hot water bottle and my electric blanket…and you have a coal fire in your living room?
 

Christine-“Yes… well I will just go and wash my hands”.

 

Dot- Christine very kindly is here making us some scones.

 

Christine- (laughter) 

 

Dot-Which we cant wait to eat!
 

Christine-“Now ! …The fresh eggs Alistair has hens up at the shed”. 

 

Dot- Does he… I did not know that …free range.
 

Christine- “Yes and eh… you be nice he will maybe give you a half dozen (laughs)”.

 

Dot- I don’t like eggs !
 

Christine- “Oh well…I just put one egg in (beats egg) and that’s it beat it”. 

 

Shehana - This is what you need to do Dot… set up a sort of cookery class. 

 

Dot- Give a demonstration.
 

Christine-“ There quite small they are pullets eggs…maybe put another one in. I have given some to Christina and them all down by”.

 

Dot- So when did you start having eggs Ally?
 

Alistair- “Oh a year or so ago aye…I had two settings down this year…. this year I had twenty five eggs and I had one chicken.”

 

Dot- Gee whiz… have you not got a cockerel!

 

Alistair- (laughs) “It was John Popes…aye.” 

 

Dot- It was a waste of space.
 

Alistair- “Aye but then I put an egg in my own lot …in below one of them too…I cant understand it…. every one was rotten”.

 

Dot- That’s not real is it…strange.
 

Alistair- “Aye so that was it, there was some that went out as well…yes aye some other years they will go away and they will come back with chickens”. 

 

Dot- I know I have seen them… I have seen that loads of times with Miss Anastasia down in the field.      

 

Alistair- “Aye… aye well these big eggs, canny mind what…the mariners they are John Popes.”

 

Dot- But you have got wha…t pullets?
 

Alistair- “Aye oh aye a mix…there is a wee touch of Bantam a way back”. (Laughs)

 

Dot- Oh right.

 

Alistair-“ So aye they are good layers.”

 

Dot- So what have you done here then, you were born here them were you?

 

Alistair “No !  I was born…”

 

Dot-You were born in Cairndow.
 

Alistair- “Aye up the glen aye”.

 

Dot- Where was that?
 

Alistair- “ Glen Fyne”

 

Dot- Where about were you born?

 

Alistair- “Stalkers cottage well we were… em grandfather went to Glen Fyne in nineteen I think it was two or something like that from Laglinagartin  you know down at Ardno,  they were down there…they were all St Catherines in that kind of area and then eh, they moved from there to the Glen they had what was it one, two three four six, or seven of a family…the first two the oldest Archie was killed in the first world war and, eh my other uncle Alistair he went windy and he died after…between the two wars, and then there was four girls and then there was uncle Duncan and eh they were the only two boys that was left aye”.  

 

 

 

Dot- And they moved to stalkers cottage?
 

Alistair- “ Stalkers cottage aye… aye… the boys would go to the war from Stalkers cottage aye”.

 

Dot-And what did your dad do…where?

 

Alistair- “He was a game keeper, a stalker and gamekeeper…on the estate in well he left…he started when he left school I think initially he went down to work eh in Lochgilphead at his aunt and uncles they had a hotel down there, and he was on the horses and did horse and cart and that, and he did that for a wee while then back to the estate”.  

 

Dot- Ardkinglas.

 

Alistair- “Ardkinglas, it was all Ardkinglas estate then, a way back it would be in Sir Johns time I think it was… it might have been before that”.

 

Dot- He came to work for Sir John?
 

Alistair- “Aye think it was Sir John it might have been before that I am not sure…I think it would have been Sir John he worked for no… I think it would be Sir John he started work with”

 

Dot-  Ok… so then…you dad what happened with him? 

 

Alistair- “Then eh…  he died  oh…”   

 

Dot- Where did he move to when he had you?
 

Alistair-“ Oh the oldest was Archie he was born in twenty nine”. 

 

Dot- Your dad he married who?

 

Alistair-“Christina Luke was her name”. 

 

Dot- Where did she come from?
 

Alistair- “Down in Laglinagartin , St Catherines and then…”

 

Dot- And where was your dad working?
 

Alistair- “Working on the estate”

 

Dot- He worked on the estate as well?
 

Alistair- “ Yes…and she worked on the estate…she worked in the big house”

 

Dot- And what did your dad do?
 

Alistair- “ Gamekeeper and stalker aye”.

 

Dot- Right. 

 

Alistair- “That’s who it was… told you that already, in the I think it would be the forties”.

 

 

Dot- Your grandfather?
 

 

Alistair-“…late thirties he retired then father took over.”

 

 

Dot- And what was your fathers name?

 

 

Alistair-“Colin aye he was a stalker but he died in sixty one he was only fifty nine…peranites it was aye and then eh.”

 

Dot-His wife was who?
 

Alistair- “ Christina Luke…Archie was the oldest eh, then Janet then there was Colin he was drowned oh wait a minute…sixty nine in the river and eh then Roddy and myself I was the youngest I was born in forty four”.

 

Dot- And did you all live in stalkers cottage?
 

Alistair- “ We all lived in stalkers cottage aye.”

 

Dot- And did you live there with your mum?
 

Alistair- “Yes aye we stayed in stalkers cottage…I think you have been in stalkers cottage have you? But then it was only… there was not even a porch on it…you know it was just…you went in the door and there was a room on the right like a living room and a bedroom of it, and there was another wee what you called a scullery just next to it…”.

 

Dot-Where the kitchen is now?
 

Alistair- “No that was built on…this was to start with.”

 

Dot- Where was the scullery?

 

Alistair- “In the living room aye”

 

Dot- To the back?
 

Alistair- “To the back aye and there was a wee bedroom at the back there… then as you came in the door you went left there was a sort of bigger bedroom there and a wee bedroom of it at the back”.

 

Dot- You went into the wee bedroom of the big bedroom…

 

Alistair- “Cos we used to eh because there was no water in the house and eh in the winter time we used to go and stay in the lodge and everything hot water was over there. So you stayed over there but in forty nine I think it was on the down side next which again there used to be kennels there they built on the kitchen and toilet was built on in forty nine and then what was the wee scullery and that was added into another bedroom”.

 

Dot- There is a bedroom at the back?
 

Alistair- “ Aye but that was all built on again”

 

Dot- Oh right…was it.

 

Alistair- “Aye aye but when we were there that’s what it was”.

 

Dot- So from the living room there was a door at the back?
 

Alistair- “ There was two doors went down to the back aye so now what was the bedroom and the two wee bedrooms and the scullery and bedroom that is what your living room is now…”

 

Dot- My goodness it was quite small then !
 

Alistair- “Aye yes it was very small very, very small and then you had what you call an open…Nurex range for cooking heating water and everything was in there and eh which now the kitchen that was your kitchen and toilet was in that end”.

 

Dot- Oh was it.
 

Alistair- “ Aye”.

 

Dot- Right and that was kennels.
 

Alistair- “The kennels was outside that…the kennels are all knocked away now next to the garden….”

 

Dot-Oh right.

 

Alistair- “ There was kennels there”

 

Dot- So that was completely newly done…the kitchen.
 

Alistair- “ The kitchen then was built and then away back oh it would have been the seventies they knocked the whole thing and built through, and built on at the back, added the bedrooms to the back knocked the one big… the one on the left as you go to the back yonder”.

 

Dot- I think there is one bedroom…or two bedrooms.
 

Alistair- “ Aye two at the back and the bathroom that’s right that was all built on in the seventies that flat roof and that”.

 

Dot- So originally though the bit that is now the kitchen was the kitchen and the bathroom?
 

Alistair- “ That’s right.”

 

Dot- You went into the bathroom from the kitchen?
 

Alistair- “Yes yes aye that was the way they were all built”.

 

Dot- There was something I was going to say about the lodge…oh yes so the reason you would come out the lodge in the summer was that because of visitors?
 

 

Alistair- “ Yes the lodge was let for fishing and stalking and that. At the back end to the lodge was let all summer, it all had to be cleaned that was all done in the spring time and then the folk came in then, and then also in between the lodge where the bothy is now was what they called the bungalow, it was a wee tin place all wood lined it was originally built as a eh a laundry for the lodge, they made it living accommodation there was people well it was a Mrs. Smith she lived in it during the war at that time and after that the shepherds it was used as a shepherds cottage there was two bedrooms and there was a wee kitchen and a wee toilet and a living room in it and an open stove.”

 

Dot- So the lady who lived in it during the war…?
 

Alistair- “ It was aye…”

 

Dot-Where did she come from?
 

Alistair- “ She came from…she was American but she was, Smith was the name, they used to come to it they were very friendly with the Noble family and eh the Smiths used to take the lodge there was the old lady, what was it…Dorothy and can’t remember the husband like there daughter and Charles Smith eh and there family took the lodge for the.so many … three weeks always but there was all different ones used to come and some of the Noble family themselves”

 

Dot- Would use it. 

 

Alistair- “Would use it  aye”

 

Dot-  So then when did you move out of stalkers cottage ?
 

Alistair- “ Eh when I got married sixty eight”. (laughs)

 

Dot- And that was when you moved to the flat here?
 

Alistair- “Down below here aye that it was it down there then we moved up here in…”

 

Dot- Has there been any changes to the flat down below since you moved…?
 

Alistair- “Ach very little a wee bit, the boy that was in there was knocking about wee bits here and there”.

 

Dot-Not a lot ?
 

Alistair- “No, no, no that wall…see this was a bedroom this whole house was one big farmhouse up until I think about 1950 and that was like the big downstairs was a sort of big living room”. 

 

Dot-Was that you’re living room sitting rooms?
 

Alistair- “Aye it was one big room big coved ceilings and that in it, and the other end was the kitchenette, then you came up the stair this was a bedroom all one big bedroom there”

 

Christine- “It wasn’t a bedroom when we came in here.”

 

Alistair- “No, no…no that was…”.

 

Christine- “When we came in here there was an old range”

 

Alistair- “It was all done in about 1950, see Johnny Bell he stayed where your mother stayed when he came to Ardkinlas old Johnny Bell.”

 

Dot- He stayed where?
 

Alistair- “ Yes till this was made, it was made into three houses, aye bottom end there Calum Macdonald and them went in there aye and old Angus MacDiarmid  was down in below there, Roddies uncle”. 

 

Dot- Oh right.
 

Alistair- “Aye”

 

Dot- Roddies uncle.
 

Alistair- “Aye “

 

Dot- Because I have just spoken to Roddy. 
 

Alistair- “sixty three,they… or sixty two… they came down to there from Butterbridge.they were about ten year up in Butterbridge.”

 

Dot-  So when was this converted?
 

Alistair- “Eh about 1950 aye that was the way it was…”

 

Dot- What was it like then?
 

Alistair- “ It was just a big bedroom in fact that is a false ceiling, there was all that cornices round it and eh that was all and another bedroom through there as well I don’t know if there was one or what I think it would always be two bedrooms then, see this wee… shifted this eh that was your main wall ran along to there that door went in there…see what I mean?

 

Dot- I see that...yes.

 

Alistair- “ And then there used to be a door went through that way into a wee room and then out to the sun room.”

 

Dot- So that was original?
 

Alistair- “Eh aye after they made it like that in the fifties aye it was turned into it like at that time but wee shifted it again…that wall was knocked down there…just used to be a wall across there and your door slightly wider than that there was a narrower kitchen in there so we knocked that out…”

 

Dot-  Made it all one…

 

Alistair- “Aye…more room, that’s the sun room bit…aye there you are.”

 

Shehana - Lovely…  was it you who did this?
 

Alistair- “No that was always there but you had a wee room here that was the wall there…came in the door there…see what I mean?

 

Shehana –Lovely.

 

Alistair- “Aye…aye it is a nice wee room this you can sit out here in the summer”.

 

Dot- First thing in the morning this will be great.
 

Alistair- “Aye …”

 

Dot- You can have your breakfast out here. 

 

Alistair- “Oh aye yes…sit out here at night and have a dram”. (laughs)

 

Shehana- Was this part of the original house?
 

Alistair- “Yes…it was…no it was built on it was eh she was an invalid woman that was in here and eh she got this built special aye”.

 

Dot- The sun house?
 

Alistair- “Aye can’t mind the name now eh it was Wallace see Wallace was the man that was in here that put the power in a way back in the early, must have been in the early century ,this would be the second place to Ardkinlas to have power it had its own generator up there but he got strangled in the generator with his scarf…”

 

Dot- Think I heard something about that.

 

Alistair- “Aye so Wallace was his name…”

 

Dot- And it was his wife that was an invalid?
 

Alistair-“ Well I am not sure whether it is the same one I think it was, and they built on this and it was all special glass was in it as well aye… so god I don’t know what age this house would be its an old, old house…”

 

 

 

 

Dot-  And you can’t remember the date when this was built on?
 

 

Alistair- “No, no, no you see all that steading and that was all your byres and stables and everything was down there…that was the garden from the back there right up that was garden.”

 

Dot- Would this have been leased then from Ardkinlas?
 

Alistair- “Eh aye it was different tenants in it aye different ones.”

 

Dot- And would there be cows?
 

Alistair- “Aye there was cows and sheep aye, yes, yes aye it has shifted about, but originally see that was your long byre…the restaurant now the stables was all up in this end here and then there was an open yard aye, and that would be covered about the time the house was renovated in the fifties, there were big trees all round there right down there used to be fancy pillars down at the bottom for the main entrance coming in see that driveway down… gates down there too”.

 

Dot- Have you any old photos of the house?
 

Alistair- “Eh nothing as old as that…no nothing as old as that …the big tree I just mind of them they were cut down to widen the yard and that…see that barn roof there that was a colossal thing when it was done there were no other steadings like it about aye.”

 

Dot- So what are the roofs made of …corrugated?
 

Alistair- “Aye, aye the middle one over yonder is bloody asbestos yet…   do you see it aye”. 

 

Dot- Gee  Whiz.
 

Alistair- “Aye and behind that there was nothing, that was open that was all built on”. 

 

Dot- So that would have been the thing then…the newest thing out?

 

Alistair- “ Oh yes oh aye, aye then they built another sheep shed at the back as well that would be in the fifties.”

 

Dot- What was that for…for lambing?
 

Alistair- “ No just for working in the summer time aye then we added another one on to it in the seventies, eh for cattle as well it was built on bigger, but that was all demolished done away with.”

 

Dot- Yeah now it is all Loch Fyne Oysters.
 

Alistair- “Aye, aye and this is all going to be dug out again to this…. is to go right down to that level, then back up there…a lot of work to be done.”

 

Dot- So when you left school then Alistair what did you do?
 

Alistair- “Went to the farm and the sheep aye left in the one day started in the next…”

 

Dot- For the estate?
 

Alistair-“ Aye Clachan farm, it was all one big estate then eh you had all the Butterbridge, Clachan and well Achadunen was just back into it… it came back in and stayed…”

 

Dot- That was when the Lyons had it?

 

Alistair- “Yes aye that came back into it and then Ardno was a leased…”

 

Dot- Who leased that?
 

Alistair- “ The Weirs and then John Weir he died in fifty nine and there was Robby Weir and then John had the son Martin he started in the farm but they only kept it a couple of year the estate would take it back, I think it would be sixty two or near the end of sixty one or two the estate took Ardno back as well so that was all back into it.”

 

Dot- Even Achadunin was back into it?
 

Alistair- “Yes aye Achadunin was back in there too… see that time hell, you were talking about nine, ten shepherds plus there was tractor men well your father was a tractor man with Johnny Bell, and eh old Angus MacDiarmid as a cattle man…then there was the McLeod’s different ones were cattlemen. Aye you were talking about at that time oh hell you would be talking about ten, ten thousand ewes you know then plus…”

 

 

Dot- That’s mainly who were in the houses really wasn’t it ?
 

Alistair- “Oh yes aye that’s right well they were all farming apart from your saw millers and your old Baldy the mason and Bleak and Willy McPherson and the joiners all the estate everybody was employed by the estate aye but it is totally different now, but there is far more people employed now…ten times the amount of people mean there was a lot of people employed then but people are employed in fish farms and everything its aye…and it is still going on too aye”.

 

Dot-That’s good isn’t it?
 

Alistair- “That’s right and other places are shutting up.”

 

 

Shehana- It is amazing it really is…I mean even on a day like this it is really good…
 

Alistair- “Oh aye”

 

Christine- “You can see down the loch…up the loch”.

 

Alistair- “This time of year at night now the sun on till nine ‘o’ clock at night…going round the hill there”.

 

Dot- Yeah…can sit there and enjoy it.

 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Christine- “And this is where I fold my clothes (laughs) do my ironing…its very bright”.

 

Alistair-“Do you want tea or coffee…that was the first of people getting toilets and kitchens and that that was the late forties into the early fifties…Mar Park was the same it got built on you know down at this end where Daniel is ”.

 

Dot- I don’t know Mar Park at all!
 

Alistair- “Mar Park when the MacDiarmids was in it there was only a living room…a wee bedroom at the back and a bedroom at the front and there was eight of them…”

 

Dot- And the mum and dad so that would be ten of them. 

 

Alistair- “Yes plus two lodgers”. (laughs)

 

Dot-There was no lodgers !
 

Alistair- (laughs) “No”

 

Dot- But that’s it everybody just piled into the same room.
 

Alistair- “Aye yes,yes.”

 

Dot- We were the same…

 

Alistair-“Aye aye.”

 

Dot- Boys all in one room girls in the other.
 

Alistair- “Nip doon and that’s it… but eh ach but in the summertime we always had people coming.”

 

Dot- To stay.
 

Alistair- “Yes aye.”

 

Christine- “Yes…holidaymakers they were all paying guests.”

 

Alistair “We used to put a tent out the back and that…you had people coming every weekend.”

 

Dot-You knew that everybody was coming.
 

Alistair-“Aye oh they were always coming aye cousins and that was always coming…”

 

Christine- “I suppose people couldn’t afford to go away.”

 

Alistair- “Couldn’t afford it no.”

 

Christine- “We used to always go our holidays to…”

 

Dot- Your relatives…

 

Christine-“ Yes…aunts and uncles.”

 

Alistair- “ You had Glasgow people that came out for their holidays that was it…came for their fortnight…fishing…aye and that was it”.

 

Dot- Fishing…down on the shore!
 

Alistair- “Aye… but I mean a lot of like… of up the glen there too there was running water in the kennels…for the gun dogs and that the terries there was running water in the kennels there was none in the house!”. 

 

Dot- Aye.

 

Alistair- “Aye”. 

 

Dot- That’s like em Lorimer cottage…that was kennels…. raised and everything so that the dogs were not lying in the cold….
 

Alistair- “Aye kennels that right aye…yes”. 

 

Dot- There was nothing for the people!
 

Alistair- “No the dogs aye that was it (laughs) …Ach well that was it”.

 

Dot- So you think this farmhouse then would just have been a family that lived in it…nobody who worked on the farm  would stay here?
 

Alistair- “ I wouldn’t think so no.”

 

Dot- What’s further up Alistair?
 

Alistair- “Eh…up top?” 

 

Dot- Ah ha.
 

Alistair- “Two bedrooms…aye  yes”.

 

Dot- So this would have originally have been two big bedrooms?
 

Alistair- “ Down below and two bedrooms up the stairs.”

 

Dot- Smaller ones…
 

Alistair- “ No big ones yes, yes and then you had the big dining room and that as well down there…aye dining room, lounge living room and that…”

 

Dot- Kitchen…right ?
 

Alistair- “At the back.yes”.

 

Dot- So this end would be a dining room?
 

Alistair- “Aye this one here.”

 

Dot- Right…ok.
 

Lorna- So all your children grew up here ?

 

Alistair- “ Yes aye.”

 

Shehana - Where are they now?
 

Alistair- “ Eh…Alison is out in Cambodia I think I am not quite sure…Colin is down south he is outside Manchester and Stuart is up in Glasgow aye.”

 

Dot- They all went to school here.
 

Alistair- “Yes and Dunoon aye.”

 

Dot- How is Alison getting on ?
 

Alistair- “Fine aye she sends…she has this blog thing so she sends back pictures…aye she will be heading for Australia I think soon…far as  I  know…ten weeks in Australia then she goes to New Zealand and then after that she goes to South America so she was in India and she was in…where the hell else…Ach a canny mind…”

 

 

Alistair- “ Well we got married in November sixty eight and then we moved in there and then my brother Colin… he wasn’t married my mother they  were staying in the glen and then he got drowned  in an accident at the black bridge with the land rover and she stayed on for years and then she moved into down here.”

 

Dot- She moved into the flat?
 

Alistair- “Aye…down below”

 

Dot- What was the name of that flat or what?
 

Alistair- “Its just South flat.”

 

Dot-South Flat.

 

Alistair-“…Aye  north flat ,south flat Clachan farm.”

 

Dot- She moved in with you and Christine.
 

Alistair- “No, no we were up here by then”.

 

Dot- Oh you were up here by then !
 

Alistair- “Yes.”

 

Dot- How did I think that you were…
 

Alistair- “No , no, no she would come down there maybe seventy one or something like that I would think…aye.”

 

Dot- That’s better.
 

Alistair- “ Aye so she was in there see she had her own end their aye that was it”.

 

Christine- “ She was my waitress for the bed and breakfast I was in the kitchen and she was the waitress she would say “now come on now more ham….more eggs” but this is not profitable granny”. (Laughs)

 

Dot- So you think the bathroom there at the top of the first lot of stairs.
Alistair-“Aye … up the stair there last on the left…I would say so.”

 

Christine- “What’s this?”

 

Dot- We think its original…the bathroom I was just wondering if that was the original.
 

Christine-“Probably it was”.

 

Alistair- “Aye… I would say it was because there is a vent shaft that goes right up…you know one of the old vents…Aye.”

 

Dot- Lovely scones Christine.

 

Christine- “Alright.”

 

Dot- Still warm. 

 

Christine- “ Egg sponges and scones that’s my specialty (laughs)…I put two tea bags in Alistair…he likes weak tea and I like a good cup.”

 

Alistair- “Oh I hate tar”. (Laughs)

 

Dot- You should have two wee pots.

 

Alistair- “Do you ever see your neighbours at all…up the glen there?

 

Dot- And he came from where?

 

Alistair-“Archie used to go right up to Inveronachan.”

 

Dot- Did he?
 

Alistair-“ Aye before that aye before that it was what was called Mule and Frazer eh do you know Alistair Frazer that drives with John Browns lorry.”

 

Dot- Not really.

 

Alistair- “You know his wife works in the surgery.”

 

 

Dot-Oh Aye.
 

Alistair- “Aye well yes it would be her father in law Hughie Frazer…Hughie used to have the…he drove the van that was the first van I mind was Hughie.”

 

Christine- “We have got a picture of that yes.”

 

Alistair- “Mule and Frazer’s van aye”.

 

Dot-  So you wouldn’t know the people that were in it ?
 

Alistair- “ Eh oh down there aye there were people but I don’t know if my grandmother was in it or not…I am not to sure…down at Laglinagarten”.

 

Dot- We would need to look at it.
 

Alistair – “Aye but there was lots of different vans then see Campbell’s Inveraray you know they had two vans on the road Hughie Jenkins had a van and then you had…used to be another man did shopping where the Clachan is there Billows Ted Billows was his name he had a van used to come round.”

 

Dot- From Strachur.
 

Alistair- “Aha …used to come up in the village and then you had old Roddy McLeod he used to come over from the Goil…”

 

Christine- “He used to go to Mrs. Callandar”.

 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Dot- What did they have?
 

Alistair- “ A tremendous selection of sweeties, spangles and polos and all that”. (Laughs)

 

Dot- No tins or anything like that.
 

Alistair- “Tins…was eh  old Drummond  mind of old Alex…the hermit he used to get the tins of Archie and smell them “are they fresh Archie”. (laughs)

 

Dot- So he wouldn’t bring vegetables or anything like that…where would you get vegetables?
 

Alistair- “ The garden…home grown…everyone had a garden aye everything was home grown tatties the lot ,aye there was nothing like that bought.”

 

Dot- You would get from the van...what? 

 

Alistair- “Aye flour and that, the necessities that was all that was there…you had your own hens eggs…kill hens for the soup…rabbit  was one of the main ones during the wintertime it was like chicken.”

 

Dot- There is a lot of rabbits around just now…
 

Alistair- “I wouldn’t eat them now…but you had all that…the butcher meat was sent up with the bus you just picked it up…from Inveraray.”

 

Christine- “They went up the glen.”

 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Christine- “Just thinking…. Melvyn”.

 

Alistair- Aye, aye but before that it would be Donny Maclaren… that was like… eh Patsies brother…Melvyn’s shop they were the butchers.”

 

Dot- Oh were they? 
 

Alistair- “Aye then Gillespie…old Gillespie came from Lochgoilhead  he had a butcher there and he went to Inveraray…did he have a van… not to start with…then there was another fellow Roddy Bell …Marjory and Bell from Arrochar they started coming over and Roddy used to come up the glen with his van …butcher meat  aye you had your own ham see you kept your own pigs killed you own pig and you had your own ham and that too aye ”.

 

Dot- Then that’s what everyone wants to go back to isn’t it?
 

Christine-“…That’s the way now…”

 

Alistair-“ That’s the thing to do aye”.

 

Dot- Everybody would be healthier.
 

Alistair- “ A dam sight aye everything was in season…everything was kept to a season aye and you had what everyone called a firkin barrel about that height, that was the way salt herring would do you nearly all winter. At sometime in the week you had a salt herring…”

 

Dot- A herring… just…fried.
 

Alistair- No, no, no  boiled.”

 

Dot- After it had been salted just boil it.

 

Alistair- “ Aye boil it, you had to steep it maybe in water overnight to take the salt out boil it of and boil it again otherwise it might be too salty”.

 

Christine- “And that’s something that is very hard to get now is salt herring…very hard to get”.

 

Dot- You can’t get the herring.
 

Alistair- “No…salt ling fish that was another one .”

 

 

Dot- And where would you get the herring from  Inveraray?
 

Alistair- “Inveraray…Dewars”.

 

Dot- Did they bring it up or what?
 

Alistair- “ Eh …did they take it up or sent it up we got it up anyway,  but you used to rely on different things the bus used to take a lot of stuff the mail… lorries and that as well.”

 

Dot- Just bring it up.
 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Dot- Bring it up …dump it.
 

Alistair- “Aye ,aye.”

 

Christine- “Everybody helped each other more.”

 

Alistair- “That was it aye.”

 

Dot- If someone was coming down the glen or that they would just bring everybody’s stuff. 
 

Alistair- “That’s right aye, and Archie Macnair if he was coming up he would pick stuff up anything like that”.

 

Dot- Bring it up with Archie or whatever.
 

Alistair- “Aye eh you got drapery vans round”.

 

Dot- I think even I remember that.
 

Alistair- “ Aye you used to have Dougie McFadyen, Johnny Dewar…Johnny used to come round aye, then there used to be another one Dallas as well eh they came round”.

 

Christine- “ And you used to have  the Packistan man from Campbeltown…Mohamed he used to come we loved when he came….my mother always used to buy something…a pair of nice white socks because in these days you didn’t have the clothes that you have now”.

 

Alistair- “ The clothes you had were just hand me downs”.

 

Dot- And it was not like every weekend going to the shops.
 

Alistair-“Was it blazes.”

 

Christine- “No…its completely different”.

 

Alistair- “Aye in just a short time.”

 

Christine- “And there was nobody keeping up with anybody else”.

 

Dot- No.

 

Alistair- “No.”

 

Dot- Everybody the same.
 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Dot- There is too much of that isn’t there.
 

Christine- “Yes.”

 

Dot- Everybody has got to have the one hundred pound trainer or whatever.
 

Alistair- “That’s right…I mean the electricity only came in the fifties.  Folk before that it was just paraffin stoves and primus stoves maybe gas if they were lucky ”.

 

Dot- Its not that long ago…
 

Alistair- “ No its no long ago its…  only fifty years ago…fifty odd year ago”.

 

Dot- I know.
 

Christine- “I mind granny talking about fifty years ago and the likes of it and thinking oh she’s very old”. (laughs)

 

Dot- I know.
 

Christine- “…Its not that long ago…she used to say, “your day will come.” (laughs)

 

Dot- I think though now at your age…your not really old.
 

Alistair- “No”.

 

Dot- Fifty years ago people were old.
 

 

Alistair- “Aye the work was a lot harder aye..”

 

Christine- “That’s one way of looking at it Alistair…I still work hard.”

 

Alistair- “Aye but you have every modern thing you know.”

 

Dot- Apart from the modern husband!
 

Alistair- “Yes, yes…”

 

Christine- “ Oh he’s becoming modern he does the potatoes at night now and he can cook”.

 

Dot- He can put them on !
 

Christine- “ Yes he can cook, he can do a lo.”

 

Alistair- “Wont be stuck.”

 

Christine- “He can make mince as well.”

 

Dot- Oh right.
 

Alistair- “Roast beef or chicken…anything you want.”

 

Dot- Stick it in.
 

Shehana - Very good.
 

Alistair- “Aye”. (laughs)

 

Christine- “He would only do that before if I was away…oh he can fry fish.”

 

Dot- They can manage perfectly well it’s the same with the kids thinking that there husband or dad canny manage…they can manage just as good if not better at some things.
 

Christine- “Its funny you know when you think back how things have changed”.

 

Alistair- “Changed, changed all the time”.

 

Dot- Yes.
 

Dot- So do you think it is a better way of life now?
 

Alistair- “Och it’s a lot easier aye don’t know whether it is better or no but aye.”

 

Christine- “It is easier.”

 

Dot- There is a lot more movement of people isn’t there?
 

Alistair- “Oh yes people never went traveling you went to Glasgow now and again aye”.

 

Dot- For a special occasion.
 

Alistair- “That’s right aye now you can go up to Glasgow and back before your dinner.”

 

Dot- Or twice in the one day.
 

Alistair- “Aye, aye”.

 

Christine- “When I was small, I remember going to the dentist in Campbeltown was a real treat…my father or my mother took me down either one or the other, and we used to be so excited going to the dentists…you were getting the day out to Campbeltown we used to go down in the bus and we used to go to a nice hotel for our lunch it was a real treat…you mouth was numb right enough. (Laughs) You know it was a real treat  and then you went and saw the shops you know and that was excitement…it was great”.

 

Dot- That was probably twice a year. 

 

Christine- “Yes.”

 

Alistair- “If you were lucky.”

 

Christine- “Go to Tarbert you know for odd times…if you were needing shoes or needing things like that used to go”.

 

Dot- Here they would probably just be sent up.

 

Alistair- “Aye…Johnny Dewar would send them up…yes.”

 

Dot- Or somebody else.

 

Alistair- “Well aye Betty had the milk run…oh she carried everything from papers the lot from Inveraray aye”.

 

Dot- That’s quite handy.

 

Alistair- “Aye Betty had a full load of stuff coming back up aye, god when you think of Betty and the work she did… I mean up in the morning there milking the cows and then away with that big churns just full of milk…filling cans no bother  at all.”

 

Dot- What do you mean fill out the cans ?

 

Alistair- “ Folk would just leave a can out…leave your can out on the gate and Betty would fill it up”.

 

Dot- And did she do that herself?

 

Alistair- “Aye, aye then after they started, once the cows would go away from the farm they started retailing it and the milk  used to come in about maybe one ‘o’ clock in the morning ten gallon cans wrastle them of a lorry, she had a kind of table thing they went on to and then on to a pick up then she would have that to start putting it in cartons…aye they bottled it too themselves  when they had the dairy,  but then she started on the cartons so it was cartoned and she went of delivering then…she would be up taking the stuff of the lorry and then she would be up again at bloody four ‘o’ clock in the morning”.

 

Christine- “She had  a hard life.”

 

Alistair- “Aye.”

 

Christine- “ She was always cheery…she was wasn’t she?”

 

Alistair- “Aye… and then she came back up and got everything washed and then latterly someone else would do the Cairndow run and that…”

 

Dot- Betty was doing it when I was young.

 

Alistair- “ Aye…yes but that was retailing then you know they hadn’t the cows…aye”.

 

Dot- It was a long day.

 

Alistair- “Aye it was a long day…yes now there is only one dairy left in the whole of Cowal and I don’t think…there is Campbell’s I don’t think there is a dairy in mid Argyll or Lorne you are a way down…well the Dewers at Whitehouse, and then you are a way down hell you are a way down to Ballachantee…there is no dairy’s they have all gone of there is only a handful now aye see Ardno was a dairy farm a way back…yes when the Weirs had it they would change probably in the forties”.

 

Dot-  Am getting a bit muddled with the date, was Ardno and Achadunan at the same time a dairy farm?

 

Alistair- “yes…aye”.

 

Dot- There was that much need?

 

Alistair- “Aye…yes see  Langs they would tend to…you know where the caravan site is well John Lang was there but I think he originally belonged to Greenock but he was dairying there and then they moved to Achadunan in the thirties I think it was”.

 

Dot- So he would supply Cairndow?

 

Alistair- “Cairndow… the Little they went all about too because old Donald worked with them…milked the cows and that and eh I don’t know where it all went to but they were supplying as well aye and then other people had there own cows too aye… god yes the Spiers and who ever was here, and there  was cows at Mar Park we had cows at the glen aye and your grand father aye”.

 

Christine- “And you used to have your cows and calves…used to love when you sold the calves…see what money we would make…we had a cow that had twins that was a bonus”. (laughs)

 

Alistair- “Aye”
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Kennels-

 

Shehana- Were the kennels there?

 

Alistair- “ Aye there was kennels an a byre at the end…they ran along there at the end of the garden…see the runs going out.”

 

Dot- At the end of the house?

 

Alistair- “No there was a passage up…you know where thon shed is well that was all a kennel run and that…you know who that chap is there?

 

Dot- Yourself !

 

Alistair-  (laughs) “No that’s David and Virginia  aye Peter had a bad knee at the time aye they were staying up at the lodge aye they popped them into that”.

 

Dot- So that was the bungalow?

 

Alistair- “That’s the bungalow that’s a bedroom there was another bedroom there that was your living room bit…and the wee porch went in aye you went in there and in the side a couple of steps up…and that was the end of the bothy and a stable and the larder was a bit beyond on the same building aye and that was the garages there it was all wood lined too that…aye garage aye”.

 

Dot- So there was a lady Betty somebody who stayed…

 

Alistair- “ Betty Smaldon yes and these Jewsons were in there…”

 

Dot- When was Betty Smaldon in there?

 

Alistair- “Betty would have been in there about nineteen… wait a minute  nineteen fifty one time”.

 

Christine- “Show you this”.

 

Dot- This is a picture of Clachan farm.

 

Alistair- “ There is the other one there when they were building on…the tree shop was getting built that was later on…that was when they were building that other shed here that shed there…and that was the silage pit and that there was a midden there too. ”

 

Dot- The changes.

 

Christine-“ That is all my sheets out with the bed and breakfast…you see…I see the triangle there that used to be the cars used to come in that way and out that way ”.

 

Dot- I don’t remember that I have forgotten that…just show’s you doesn’t it.

 

Alistair- “ That was it… it has changed a wee bit now…aye that is the larch that is lying there it was all cut and was lying there”.

 

Dot- Can you remember when that was?

 

Alistair- “In the seventies it was”.
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